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Abstract
This paper analyzes various interrogative sentences and semantically negative idioms that do not

include negative adverbs, and discusses a rational for them to be recognized as negation.. In this paper I

define expressions without any negative adverbs such as “bu”, “mei”, and “bie” as non-negative forms of

semantically negative expressions. I argue that:

1) A negative sentence does not have “ma” at the end if it does not include negative pronouns such as
“shen me” “nar” “zen me” “ji” “shen me”.

2) There are negative reasons, causes, and backgrounds in a sentence preceding an interrogative
sentence.

3) There is a rule that words that follow an interrogative pronoun in an interrogative sentence are an
object of negation.

I will also proof in this paper that negative functions of semantically negative idioms and adverbial

functions of negation are interchangeable.
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