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Hieronymus Bosch drew a beautiful African black man in the Adration of the Magi. In the Garden of
Earthly Pleasure, he draws fascinating black women. There are several points to interpret this. First of all,
black people cohabit with white people together without any discomfort. Second, in the central panel, there
are black women scattered, but in the right wing the hell does not include any black people. Third, a black
woman with a peacock on her head in the central pond is especially the noticeable position. In European
tradition drawing black women as Queen of Sheba, you can see that this woman has a noble atmosphere.
Together with the theme of this altarpiece, here is an important point of interpretation. Through the
compositional analysis of this work, we can find the “play of gaze” and the “hidden symbolism”. Many eyes
are concentrated on this woman. Adam is staring at her at the Garden of Eden. Every man is walking
around the center pond with animals and every female is bathing in the water. The eternal circular motion
is supported by the central woman power. And in the center there is the Queen of Sheba. She has an apple-
like fruit, but this is reminiscent of Eve in the Garden of Eden. In the foreground of the central garden, two
black women have apples on their heads. The image of Eve as a seductor is already in the left Garden. There
is an interpretation that this is not Eve but Lilith. It is not just a seductive figure but also a figure of the
woman who awakens to self-sustaining ego who claims equal to Adam. It is also in sync with the Queen of
Sheba. The hoopoe is in the center of birds staring at the Queen of Sheba. It is the bird that conveys her
the message from Solomon. It is on the line connecting Adam and Queen of Sheba. What Bosch draws here
is the appearance of men who are tossed by demonic ladies and resonate with the theme of Woman Power
drawn vigorously in the same era. Black is a symbol of a new era for Bosch. It is a temperament of the same

Melancholia as the owl.





