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Gessen Akamatsu (1987.3.22~1997.8.5), born in Kamogata Village, Asaguchi
Country (now Kamogata Town, Asakuchi City), Okayama Prefecture, is known as a
high priest and a poet.

He, during his long life for one century, fook an active part in various fields as a
priest, a writer of children’s stories, a poet, a calligrapher, an administrative officer
(a village headman, chairman of a board of education), and so on. In addition, he
rendered remarkable services toward the expansion of his sect (soto sect), the rise
of the Japanese poetry world, and the development of local administration and local
culture.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify his way of fostering the younger writers,
which has not been studied at all so far, by focusing how he directed and educated the
great men of letters especially Koei (a Chinese Poet), Shohei Kiyama, Osamu Dazai,

Shinji Fujiwara.





